






















CORE CATEGORIES OF SUPPORT EXAMPLES OF TYPES OF WORK

Organisational support / advice

Governance and corporate advice to 
organisations on a range of themes including 
incorporation and registration, employment law, 
data protection, tax and accounting.

Training and capacity building
Design and implementation of training seminars, 
modules, and development of tools and manuals. 
Including peer-to-peer support and mentoring.

Targeted legal advice / representation
Including legal research, legal opinions, advice 
on strategic litigation, representing individuals 
and support to legal clinics.

Advising governments, intergovernmental 
organisations, UN bodies etc. 

Including specific legal advice, comparative 
research, advice on international negotiations 
and implementation of treaties.

Institutional development
Peer-to-peer support to build the capacities of 
law societies, bar associations, judicial offices, 
oversight bodies etc.



 



 





CLASSIFICATION OF PROJECTS BASED ON 
THEIR RELATION WITH SDG 16 

NUMBER OF PROJECTS IN 2020 
(PBLS AND ROLE UK PROGRAMME’S 
PROJECTS COMBINED)

Include SDG 16 as an important and explicit part 
of the project

13 (3.2%)

Implicitly focus on SDG 16 (including through 
organisational support to an SDG 16-focused 
stakeholder)

116 (28.5%)

The project doesn’t include an implicit or explicit 
focus on SDG 16 but focuses on another SDG

278 (68.3%)

TOTAL PROJECTS 407 (100%)



TYPE OF PRO BONO SUPPORT NUMBER OF PROJECTS

Operational support 325

Legal advice – related to the substance of organisation’s projects 41

Legal advice – related to litigation 2

Defamation reviews 5

Capacity building/ training on a specific area of law or legal skills 
including institutional support

21

Comparative legal review or development of legislative/ 
constitutional text

5

Needs assessment/ problem identification (including scoping) 4

Peer-to-peer experience sharing 4

TOTAL PROJECTS 407



SDG 16 TARGETS COMMENT

TARGET 16.3: PROMOTE THE RULE 
OF LAW AT THE NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS AND ENSURE 
EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR ALL

This target covers a huge range of interventions 
along the justice chain and in all areas from 
criminal to commercial law. Therefore, a wide 
number of projects contribute in some way to 
improving access to justice and the rule of law. 

TARGET 16.5: SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE 
CORRUPTION AND BRIBERY IN ALL 
THEIR FORMS

A focus on corruption is likely a reflection of the 
case studies chosen and the fact that a number of 
organisations have chosen to specialise in fighting 
corruption. However, it is probably also the case 
that there is an additional impetus through the 
spotlight placed on anti-corruption by the UK 
government – through the 2016 Anti-Corruption 
Summit and the entry into force and increasing 
prosecutions under the 2010 UK Bribery Act. 

16.6: DEVELOP EFFECTIVE, 
ACCOUNTABLE AND TRANSPARENT 
INSTITUTIONS AT ALL LEVELS

This is a cross-cutting target and therefore 
relevant for many projects, often in concert with 
another target. 





 

















 















1 SDG 16+ Putting SDG 16 Front and Centre at the HPLF 
through an annual thematic review https://bit.ly/2YNZQ7w 

High level political forum – discussion on SDG 16 back-
ground paper July 2019 https://bit.ly/3lGsQ9L 

2 ICNL Civic Space and Covid-19 https://bit.ly/3BC0Klz 

3 Rome civil society declaration on SDG 16 June 2019 
https://gppac.net/news/rome-civil-society-declaration-sdg16

4 UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs SDGs 
accessed July 2021 https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16

5 ROLE UK Improving the rule of law: mapping the UK legal 
pro bono sector https://bit.ly/2YMVQUe 

6 DLA Piper, DLA’s Commitment to Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 16, 2021, https://www.dlapiper.com/en/global/in-
sights/publications/2018/07/sustainable-development-goal/

7 A4ID, 2018, Pro Bono and the Sustainable Development 
Goals https://bit.ly/3p3dbDE 

8 Clifford Chance, Adopting a theory of change to drive 
impact in pro bono and philanthropy, 2021, 
https://bit.ly/3p1PTxZ 

9 Open Society Justice Initiative, The Socio-Economic 
Impact of Pre-Trial Detention, 2011, https://bit.ly/3j3KPFg 

10 I Belong Campaign https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/ 
Campaign to decriminalize petty offences 
https://pettyoffences.org/

11 ROLE UK, Improving the Rule of Law in The Gambia: 
https://www.roleuk.org.uk/cases/improving-rule-law-gambia




